ADDRESS AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION ON
HUMAN VALUES IN EDUCATION
THROUGH JEEVAN VIDYA, IIT, NEW DELHI

22-05-2007: New Delhi

Evolution of enlightened citizens
"An Honest man is the Noblest Work of God"

| am delighted to participate in the National Convention on Human Values in Education
through Jeevan Vidya organized by IIT Kanpur and IlIT, Hyderabad. It is inspiring to find that
Professors from institutions like IIT Kanpur, IIIT Hyderabad and NIT Raipur are laying emphasis
on integrating value-based education as part of the total education system. Spreading of this
movement in all the institutions in the country will certainly facilitate creation of an
enlightened society. My greetings to faculty members, practitioners of Jeevan Vidya,
organizers, students and other distinguished guests. During the last few years, many citizens
from India and abroad have expressed the need of intensifying the promotion of value
systems as a part of education. | have come across many good minds working on our youth
through a value-based education system. Jeevan Vidya is a unique effort in this direction. |
am glad that you are taking up education with value system as the major subject of discussion
in your convention today. When | am with you, | have chosen the topic "Evolution of
Enlightened Citizens" for discussion.

Jeevan Vidya experience: Jeevan Vidya pioneered by Sri. Nagaraj-ji and propagated by Prof
Ganesh Bagaria, IIT, Kanpur, Prof Rajeev Sangal, Director IlIT (Hyderabad) and their teams.
This scheme is concerned about addressing the basic causes of major problems of violence,
corruption, exploitation, domination, terrorism and war. It has been found that violent and
anti-social behaviour, unless dealt with intensive care and with professionalism, could
aggravate the extreme behaviour. | understand Jeevan Vidya is a "teachable human value-
based skill" that can address inherent conflicts within the mind of the individual, within
families, in organizations and in public life. Inner conflict is the very essence of violence.

Jeevan Vidya develops tolerance for ambiguity and uncertainty in human conduct by enabling
self-knowledge that understands harmony in the self and in the entire existence. The experts
could bring about marked change even among the inmates of jails through the use of these
techniques.

It has been found by imparting Jeevan Vidya skills it would be possible to reduce the overall
period of secondary education from 25,000 hours of teaching to less than 20,000 hours, since
the children become more responsible and productivity conscious. These experiments can be
outreached to influence many people by developing networks using ICT through our
educational system that needs to pay increasing attention to this aspect of human
development.



This process of imparting self-knowledge would promote a learning atmosphere, where this
whole movement of inquiry into knowledge, into oneself, into the possibility of something
beyond knowledge would bring about naturally a psychological revolution. From this comes
inevitably a totally different order in human relationship and therefore society as a whole.
The intelligent understanding of this process itself can bring about a profound change in the
consciousness of mankind.

- Dr.A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

Source: http://abdulkalam.nic.in/sp220507-1.html



http://abdulkalam.nic.in/sp220507-1.html

